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the merchants5 caravan, who had pitched their tents at this
place, and we did the same close by them. Three days'
journey and a half from Busserah.
June the 2yd. We proceeded on our journey at sunrise,
as did also Seid Tallub's caravan. The soil was gravelly at
our first setting out; after which we came to a heath, and then
to stony land. At nine we arrived at wells of very bad water,
and so bitter that our camels would hardly drink of it. Then
we continued our course over a thick heath; and afterwards
we had very barren, stony land for the rest of the day, till
the time of our encampment, which was half an hour before
sunset, in a spot full of shrubs. Four days' journey and a
half from Busserah.
June the 2^.tlt. We began to move before sunrise; and our
road, for the greatest part, lay through such stony ground
that the camels could hardly find proper places where to
set their feet. At eight we past over a piece of ground all
bestrewed with flint-stones. This day the people belonging
to the caravan killed a great number of hares; and we came
to a place where we found water and filled our skins, but
did not stop to let our camels drink. After this we entered
a heath, the soil of which was damp; and there were several
spots both yesterday and today which seemed to have been
flooded1; whence I conclude that in the winter season it
must be so marshy and full of water that there is no passing
this way. At five in the afternoon we came to a place called
Ghudary2, where we met with wells about six feet deep, the
water of which was just sweet enough to dress our victuals.
What connection there may be between these wells and the
marshy places above mentioned is hard to say; but probably
they both were supplied with water from the same cause.
Five days* journey and a half from Busserah.
1 In a recent letter to The Times (6 Sept, 1928) on * Wild Life in Irak.*
Mr Norman L. Corkill describes this little-known region. He says,
* Many old disused wells are scattered about, and I know of at least one
perennial pool further north----The Wadis are here thickly covered in
places with vegetation, even nebuk trees occurring/
a This must be Niebuhr's Ghadari^ but we have no modern equi-
valent.